In the otherwise superb paper from the Medical Research Council Cardiothoracic Epidemiology Group (October 1992;47: 770-5), the authors imply in their introduction that there was only a slight reduction in the rates of decline of disease in the 1960s at a time when immigration from the Asian subcontinent and East Africa was high. In fact tuberculosis notifications declined at an annual rate of 9-3% from 1954 until the mid 1960s, at which time the decline changed to 3% per year until 1980 when a decline of over 9% resumed. A threefold decline in reduction in notification rates could hardly be described as slight.
What is not alluded to in the paper but is of great concern is that since 1987 there has been a steady increase 
